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Local Director, was now divided into two parts, the larger
of which, for the survey of England and Wales, remained
with Mm as its Director, while the remainder, for the survey
of Scotland, was placed under the supervision of a new
Director/ the Irish branch remaining under its former
Director, as before. Each of the three branches received a
great augmentation to its staff, so that the total force of the
Survey in the United Kingdom was raised from 37 to 75.

In the narrative of the history of the Geological Survey
given in the twenty-second chapter, it has been shown that this
branch of the public service had been several times trans-
ferred from one Government department to another before
Sir Eoderick Murchison was put at its head.    Shortly after
his accession to office still another change was meditated. At
that time, as part of his office-work, he took great pains to com-
bat a proposed transfer of the Geological Survey and Museum
of Practical Geology from the control of the Board of Trade,
under which they had now thriven for some years, to the
Education Department of the Privy Council.    Theoretically
there might be no objection to the change, but he saw, or
thought he saw, the advent of a time when the scientific
character of the institutions under  his  charge would be
dealt with by men who had no knowledge of or sympathy
with science, and whose control would fetter the natural
and free development alike of the Survey and of the School
He drew up a lengthy document, in the form of a letter to
the President of the Board of Trade, in which, after setting
forth the history of the Jermyn Street establishment and the

1 Having for a number of years previously had the chief conduct of
the Survey in Scotland under Professor Ramsay, I was named to the new
pout by the Director-General, and appointed in April 1867, PSir Henry James and Professor Nicol, as will be
